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RETI'Y MUCH ON schedule, Presxdent Rea-
. gan has gotten aroused by news leaks in the

national security area and, through his new national -
- security adviser, has pledged to crack down by “all
- legal means”—a welcome qualification—on officials .
© who do the leaking. At the Pentagon, no less a fig-"
* ure-than the deputy secretary of defense, chasuv7
 one especxally embarrassmg leak, has taken a lie de- -

tector test. The promlse of a broadly open govern-

. ment; followed by the grim pursuit of the inevitable
- unauthorized disclosures, seems to be a pattern that
- zall administrations fall into after a time.: -

* We of the press have, of course, a'vested interest

. in open government and in opening up government.

. Nor does this interest fade in the national security -
. area. On the contrary, journalistic enterprise and =
competitiveness often increase in that area, not sim- ..

ply because it’s newsy. buLbecause there the errors

- attributable to excessive secrecy can be egregious.

Precisely because so much ?ecun*y busmess is con-
“ducted behind closed doors; the press is obligated—

“if it is to perform well its fi rst duty of mformmt7 the
.- public—to find out what ifean,

The press does not. ‘dontend that a government

: :has no claxm to pnva.:y in. dehberatmg on national

L8 .
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secur 1ty policy and no ciaun to secrecy in some of its

. decisions. But as a practical matter, the press as a

whole goes after every legitimate story that comes
into view, accepting the restraints imposed by jour-
nalistic professionalism but not those imposed by

official decree. If secrets are to be kept, it must be
the government, not the press, that keeps them.

~ If there is broad, though nvt full, agreement in
_ Amerxcan society on whxch party should keep the

secrets, there is not broad agreement on what con-
stitutes a secret, or a legitimate secret. Unsurpris.
ingly, the government’s definition is much more in-
clusive than that of the press. Mr. Reagan is said to
be outraged, for instance, that classified matters
that have not even been presented to hnn for decx~
sion are disclosed in the press. .. .

He is in a long line of outra.ged presxdents. \Ia.ﬂnv
policy in an involuntary goldfish bowl can comphmte
the Lfe of public officials. It can also give the pubhc

,.the cpportumty to enlarge its mﬂuence before policy

is set in concrete. This is one of those tensions that, in

-a demo\{atxc society, it is best not.to expect to resolve.

1t helps\explain why the press cm understand why-
President Reagan has given the lak-seekers a new
charc e, and why xt cannot cheer theﬁ alont,
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